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ITPEOTOBOP

odus e epag Ha xuasigoaemusi, ocmaBuau cBou Bugumu u HeBugumu caegu naBeskoge okoao nac.

JJocmam®buHo e ga ce pa3xoguM U3 Hall-cmapume UeHmpaAHU Yacmuy, 3a ga omkpuem mpakutic-
ku, pumcku, Buzanmuticku u ocmancku pyunu, caegBanu om epagecku na Tpemomo Geacapcko uap-
cmBo. Hsakou om peaukBume na gpeBnama nu cmoauua ca ycmosiau Ha Bpememo, maka ue guec Mo-
kem ga 2u Bugum B usiaocm u gopu ga 2u ob6xogum, gokamo gpyeage cMe HacaeguAu caMo ocHoBume
Ha nsikoeawnume cepagu. ['pagom ce 06108s18a, npemunaBa npe3 pazauunu enoxu u Hemutyemo HoBu
netigaku 3amessim cmapume — Ha Msicmomo Ha kaanume yauuu ce nosiBsi8am wupoku 6yaeBapgu, a
MogepHu MHozoemaknu XkuauwHu cepagu HacaegsiBam cmapume kupnuuenu kowypku.

3abeaeskumeanocmume na Codusi ca Hu gobpe uzBecmnu, Ho epagbm e MHO20 noBeue om msix.
Toti e >kuB opeanuzom, kotimo ce pazBuBa nocmosiHHO U naju ucmopuume Ha pa3AUMHU XOpa Om
pazauunu enoxu. 3a cokasenue, koaekmuBrusim cnomen 3a MuHaaomo Hali-uecmo ce o2panuyaBa 6
moBa, koemo HenocpegecmBeno moxkem ga Bugum u gokocnem, a uzey6eHOomo uecmo e 2po3eHo om
3abpaBa. M koakomo noBeue mo ce omgaseuaBa om nac, moakoBa no-cueypso e, ye usikoi gen we
uguezHe om Cb3HaHUsIMa Ha Obgewume nokoaeHust.

,Cmapa Codus 8 uBsm” ugBa, 3a ga npomeru moBa. ToBa e nopBusim no poga cu aykcozen aabym ¢
koaekuust om uzbpanu ouBemenu pomoepaduu Ha cmoauuama nu makaBa, kakBamo ca st nognaBa-
AU Hawume npeguu. V3ganuemo wie nu nokake uecmo 3a6paBsinu cmpanu om >kuBoma Ha epaga u
we Hu 2u nogHece no HoB nauun. Cv3zgageHo e om obeguHeHume ycuaus Ha , Boacapcka ucmopus”
u ,Royal Bulgaria in Colour/IlapcmBo Boacapus 6 uBsmb” u cbgopka 100 pemywupanu u ouBe-
meHu cuumku, npocaegsBawu Gumuemo Ha epaga om 3anagHaso opuenmaacko ceauwe om kpast
Ha XIX B. go Muoeodpynkuuonaanama mogepsa cmoauua om 30-me u 40-me 2ogunu Ha caegBawiust.
IMocmaBsiiku pokyc Bopxy skuBoma na obuknoBenume xopa, aabymom nokazBa ugpacmBanemo Ha
Codust — Hetinume xopa, yauuu u gemcku epagutu, nosiBama na HoBume 3a6aBaenust u mpamBatinust
366H, uggueanemo Ha 3nakoBume npegcmaBumeanu cepagu. B nocaeguume cmpanuuu nok we Bu-
guM u Hauaaomo Ha HoB nepuog B8 epagckama ucmopust — 2coaemume cmpoexku caeg 1944 2. u ugepak-
gaHemo Ha MawabeH uenmop, 06aukom Ha kotimo e myk u go gen guewes.

Anmon Opyw



FOREWORD

ofia is a millennium-old city. Each one of these years has left both visible and invisible traces
Severywhere around us. It should be enough to simply walk through the older central parts of the city
in order to discover Thracian, Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman remnants, followed by constructions
from the Third Bulgarian Tzardom. Some of these relics of our ancient capital have withstood the test
of time and we can see them today intact and even walk around them, while from others we have
inherited just their foundations. The city is constantly improving, it passes through different historical
periods and inevitably the new landscapes replace the old ones — the muddy streets give way to wide
boulevards, and the modern multi-storey residential buildings appear in place of the old adobe houses.

The landmarks of Sofia are well-known, but the city is much more than this. It is a living organism,
which develops constantly, yet it retains within itself the stories of different people from different
periods. Unfortunately, the collective memory of the past is most often limited to objects which we can
touch or see, while the lost ones draw closer to oblivion. And the further back in time they are from us,
the more likely they are to disappear from the memories of future generations.

Old Sofia in Colour aims to change all this. It is the first luxurious album of its kind with a collection
of specifically-chosen colourised photographs of our capital city, the way it was known by our
predecessors. The book will uncover often forgotten aspects of our city’s life in a new way. It is the
joint effort of the Association Bulgarian History and Royal Bulgaria in Colour and and is comprised of
100 retouched and colourised photos, documenting the city life from a decayed oriental settlement
at the end of XIX c. to the multifunctional modern capital in the 30s and 40s of the next century. The
album focuses on the life of ordinary people and shows the growth of Sofia in terms of population,
streets and kindergartens, the appearance of new kinds of entertainment and the ring of the trams,
the construction of the emblematic representative buildings. In its last pages we can see the beginning
of a new period of the city’s history as well — the big constructions after 1944 and the creation of the
large-scale centre, which can be seen nowadays.

Anton Orusch






Hauaaromo:
2OASIMOIMO CCAO
cmaba cmoauua

In the Beginning: the Big
Village Becomes a Capital




Kaanama cmoauua - ya. ,,CamokoBcka”
(0bgewama ya. ,I'padp VienamueB”)
¢ Uepnama gokamust Ha 3aged naan

Ha 3 anpua 1879 2. Yupegumeanomo cobpanue uz-
Gupa 3a cmoauua Ha Bv3pogenama Gvacapcka gop-
’kaBa Co¢us. Ho ako uoBek nocemu epaga moeaBa, u
npe3 yM He 6u My XpymHaao, ue moBa msicmo moxke
ga e cmoauua. OnucBana e kamo ,egHo 20A9MO U He-
ypegeno ceao”, ouenka, kosimo ne e gaaeu om peaa-
Hocmma. ITpocmpancmBama na epaga ca MpbeHu,
nbmuwiama ca uanbaHeHu ¢ gynku, Ha Mecma gopu
HaMa kaagopvm, a naceaenuemo kom 1880 2. egBa
HagBuwaba 20 000 gywu.

10

The muddy capital - Samokovska Street
(present-day Graf Ignatiev Street)
with the Black Mosque in the background

On April 3, 1879, the Constituent Assembly chose
Sofia to be the capital city of the reborn Bulgarian state.
Despite this, if one were to visit Sofia back then, it
would not have occurred to them that this settlement
could have been considered a capital city. It has been
described as “a large and untidy village” — a statement
which was fairly close to reality. The expanses of the
city were dirty, the roads were dotted with potholes and
puddles while not even cobblestone streets existed in
certain parts of town. The population by 1880 barely
exceeded 20,000 people.



I'pyna Boennu my3zukanmu nogupam
npeg ,,CB. Copus”
1878 2.

Maagama cmoauua npaBu naii-2oasmo Bneuamae-
Hue cbe cBoume uppkBu, HO gaseu He Bcuuku om msix
ca B gobpo cocmosinue. TakoB e cayuasm coc ,C6. Co-
¢us”, egun om Hati-cmapume xpucmusiicku namem-
nuuu 6 Boacapus. 3emempecenue om 1858 2. nanacs
me>kku nopaskenus na cepagama u 3amoBa ne e uzne-
Haga, ye caeg OcBobokgenuemo e uznoazBana kamo
ckaag Ha 2azma 3a yauunomo ocBemaenue u Habalo-
gameaen nynkm Ha nokapnama. EgBa 8 nauaromo
Ha XX Bek ce B3emam cepuo3znu mepku 3a Helinama
pecmaBpauust u npoyuBane.

A group of military musicians pose
in front of St. Sophia Church
1878

The recently-declared capital has been admired for
its numerous churches, despite the fact that not all of
them were in good condition. Such was the case with
St. Sophia church, one of the oldest Christian monuments
in Bulgaria. The 1858 earthquake had caused severe
damage to its facade and, therefore, it was no surprise
that after the Liberation of 1878, the church was used
as an improvised gas depot, as well as an observation
post for the needs of the firefighter brigade. Purposeful
restoration works and scientific research of the church
itself were conducted in early 20th century.

11



ITepkBa ,,CB. Kpaa” (npegu npeycmpoiicmBomo)

Cpeg npegcmaBumesanume cmoAuvHu xpamoBe
He 6uBa ga nponyckame kamegpasama ,C8. Kpaa”,
goakawa umemo cu Ha cbxpansBanume 6 nest Mowu
Ha cpvbckust kpaa cBemeu Cmedan Ypow II Mu-
aymul. Caeg OcBobokgenuemo uvpkBama noay-
uaBa ocem kambanu kamo nogapvk om kus3 Ilon-
gykoB-KopcakoB, 3a koumo e nanpaBena omgeana
nocmpoiika. 3HaueHuemo Ha XpaMa e noguepmaso
owe B nopBust peeyraauuonen naad Ha cmoauuama,
kbgemo e onpegeaen kamo egna om onopnume
mouku Ha epaga, okoao kosimo ce npegBuskga cv3ga-
Banemo Ha naowag.

P e S S R R
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St. Kral Cathedral (before the reconstruction)

Among the more presentable religious temples of
Sofia was St. Kral Cathedral, whose name is derived
from the holy relics which are being kept within it —
those of the Serbian King and Saint Stefan Uros II
Milutin. After the Liberation of Bulgaria, the church was
equipped with eight church bells which had been gifted
by Prince Dondukov-Korsakov. A dedicated building
was additionally erected to accommodate these bells.
The significance of the temple had been emphasised
within the first regulatory plan of the capital, as it was
meant to serve as one of the key sights of the city with a
wide square encompassing the temple itself.




I'pagunkama na Konaka
(6vgew, kuspkecku gBopeu)
1880 2.

[TopBume cmonku kem npeobpazsBanemo Ha epaga
He Mozam ga nponycsam JIBopeua, gom Ha gopkaBuus
eaaBa. ToBa e 6uBwusm mypcku konak, uuemo npeyc-
mpoticmBo 3anouBa om ecenma na 1878 2, Ho gopu
u ¢ kynenume Ha cmapo om Buena mebeau npome-
Hume ca He3HauumeAHu. PemonmHume geitinocmu
ce nogHoBsBam owe npe3 1880 2. HoBama cepaga e
mopkecmBeno omkpuma na 26 gekemBpu 1882 2, a
nopBomo namemno cvbumue, ombeasizano B nes, e
nocpewasemo Ha HoBama 1883 2.

The Gardens of the old Konak
(future Royal Palace)
1880

The first steps in transforming the city could not have
missed the Palace — the official residence of the Head
of State. The building represented a former Ottoman
konak whose transformation into a Royal palace began
in the autumn of 1878. Yet, the changes to the facade
itself were modest at best, while the Viennese furniture
which was ordered in, had been pre-owned. Renovation
resumed in 1880 and the new building was formally
opened on December 26, 1882. The first public event,
which took place within its walls, was the New Year
celebrations for 1883.

13



IIMapenussm mocm (gnewnussm JIe606 mocm)

Hsikou mepku 3a o6aazopogsiBanemo Ha epagckama
cpega ca Haaokumeanu u 3amoBa 6bp30 uzNbAHEHU.
Cpeg nopBume o6aacmu nog Buumanue ca xueuena-
ma u 3gpaBeona3Banemo. 3anouBa ce npecywaBane
Ha cowecmByBawume 6aama, ¢ koemo uzuezBa 2o-
AeMusim 6poti Myxu u kabu. Cowo nopagu onacenust
3a 3gpaBemo Ha cmoauuanu u3BvH epaga ca npemec-
menu Konckusim u ToBekgusm nazap. V3guenamu-
me npe3 mypcko Bpeme nocmpotiku ce cobapsim, uz-
epakgam ce u ce nonpaBsm yauuu u naowagu.

14

Motley Bridge (present-day Lion’s Bridge)

Certain measures, aimed at improving the urban
environment, were imperative and therefore were duly
taken. The most important spheres for consideration were
hygiene and healthcare. A campaign to drain the long-
existent marshes had begun, which quickly resolved the
problem with the high number of flies and frogs. Due to
concerns over the health of the residents of Sofia, the so
called Horse and Cattle markets have been relocated. The
buildings which had been erected during the period of
Ottoman rule were now being gradually demolished, while
streets and squares were being constructed or renovated.



ITlanopamna ¢pomozpadusa na Codus.

Ha npegen naan (Beposimno)
Mmlocloamancku epobuwa, a 8 gaaeuunama
ce pagauuaBam ubpkBama , C6. Kpaa”

u gokamusama , bansg bawmu”

1885 a.

Ouwe moeaBa B cbwecmBena uepma Ha epaga ce
npeBpowa HeeoBomo 6bp30 pagpacmBane. Kom cpe-
gama Ha 1880 2. 3anouBa pagwupsiBane 8 uzmouna
nocoka, pationom okoao guewnume 6ya. ,Ilap OcBo-
6ogumex’, ya. ,MockoBcka” u na. , Aaekcangop HeB-
cku”. 3emume mam 6uBam pagnpogageHu Ha mwpe,
nocaegBanu om uacmma Mmexkgy ILlapuepagcko woce
u gaewnust Oya. ,Iuko Cakoz08” ITapaseano pazwu-
penue ce uzBopwBa u B ceBepna nocoka, omBog Ila-
penus Mocm u Baagatickama peka, kbgemo mepenu
npakmuuecku 6uBam pazgaBanu na Geguume.

A panoramic view of Sofia: In the
foreground can be seen an old Muslim
cemetery while in the distance -

the silhouettes of St. Kral Cathedral
and the Banya Bashi Mosque

1885

Back then, Sofia’s rapid growth had become an
essential feature. By the middle of 1880, the eastward
expansion had begun. The lands around present-day
Tzar Osvoboditel Boulevard, Moskovska Street and
Alexander Nevsky Square were being auctioned
off, followed by the section between Tzarigradsko
Shose and Yanko Sakazov boulevards. In parallel,
a separate expansion was also taking place in the
north, beyond the Motley Bridge and the Vladaya
river, where the land was practically being freely
allocated to the poor.

15
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[IpoMmenswiusam ce
epag kbm kpasa
Ha XIX bek

The Changing City
by the End of the XIX Century



Mmwok 8 woncka nocust u megaa
om Cpw0cko-0bazapckama Boiina

Kozamo na 2 noemBpu 1885 2. uzbyxBa Cpub-
cko-6bazapckama Botina, 6auzocmma na Codust go
3anagHama Hu cbecegka s npaBu aceuuna Muwesa.
Baazogapenue Ha camokepmBama Ha xuasigu 6oa-
eapcku Botinuuu u mexsume kanumanu obaue, 3an-
Aaxama e NpeogoAasiHa.

A man in Shope folk costume, decorated
with a military medal for participation
in the Serbo-Bulgarian War

When the Serbo-Bulgarian War broke out on November
2, 1885, the proximity of Sofia to the western Bulgarian
frontier made it a logical and valuable military target for
the Serbian army. Thankfully, as a result of the actions and
self-sacrifice of thousands of Bulgarian soldiers and their
captains, that threat was neutralised.

18



Mwok 6 woncka nocus
1888 e.

[acmauBusim akm Ha CoeguHeHuemo uma 3Havu-
Mu nocaeguuu u 3a Codus. Kamo cmoauua na Beue
Hali-eoAsiMama no mepumopust xpucmusiicka cmpasa
Ha Baakanume ms npegaaea Bce noBeue Bozmosknoc-
mu. C eogunume Muepauusima koM epaga ce npeBpo-
wa B nocmosinen peHomen.

A man in Shope folk costume
1888

The fortunate act of the Unification of Bulgaria
had significant consequences for Sofia, too. Being
the capital of the then largest Christian country
in the Balkans, Sofia was able to offer even more
opportunities to its citizens. Over the years, population
influx had become a permanent phenomenon.

19



Cmyguen nopmpem Ha gBama ceasgnu
om Coduiicko

KoM kpas na Beka geabm na nepogenume 8 cmo-
auuama Beue nagxBopast noroBunama om Bcuuku-
me U )kumeau. VigBawu om pa3zauunu uacmu Ha
cmpaHama, me cnomacam 3a U3MeHeHue Ha moea-
Bawnume coduticku obuuau u npuBuuku, kakmo u
3a HaBauzanemo Ha HOBu.

20

Studio portrait of two peasants
from the Sofia region

By the end of the 19th century, the percentage of
inhabitants of the capital city who had been born elsewhere,
exceeded half of its total population. Having arrived from
different parts of the country, these newcomers contributed
to the gradual alteration of Sofia’s traditions and habits,
whilst introducing new ones in their place.



Iatigap 8 woncka nocus
1889 e.

C yBeauuaBanemo Ha naceaeHuemo u odopmsHe-
mo Ha eaum ce HabalogaBa u psigka npomsina 8 06-
aekaomo. TpaguuuonHume gpexu ce Bv3npuemam
kamo newo ,ceacko” u makap noBogowaume 6op30
ga Bognpuemam noBume nopsigku, cmapume obaekaa
He uzue3Bam HanbaHO.

A bagpiper in a traditional Shope costume
1889

With the population increase and the formation of
a social elite, there was a sudden change in the way
people dressed. Traditional folk clothes were starting to
be perceived as “peasant” or “rustic”, and although the
newcomers quickly adopted the new styles, traditional
costumes did not disappear completely:

21



Kagen mocm nag ITepaoBckama peka
(ya. ,,I'padp Vlenamue6”)

Codust cskaw cama Gop3a ga ce npoMenu, 3a ga
Moxke ¢ 20pgocm ga ce Hapeue cmoAUUA Ha CbeguHeHa
Boazapusi. Ako noeaeguem Hanpumep pationa meXkgy
Oya. ,JTampuapx EBmumui” u ITepaoBckama peka no
oHoBa Bpeme, mo moti He e Huwo noBeue om oGuk-
HoBen Gocman. Kom kpasi na XIX Bek obaue 3anouBa
3acmposiBane u maka 6v3nukBa kBapmaa ITexomun-
cku kagapmu. I'pagom Beue gocmuea ITepaoBckama
peka. Imenno moeaBa npukalouBa npokapBanemo Ha
eMmOaeMamuunu yauuu kamo , Bumowka®, , Coayncka”,
TopeoBcka”, | Jleee” u gp.

22
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The Kadin Bridge over the Perlovska
River (Graf Ignatiev Street)

It seemed as if Sofia was eager to transform itself as soon as
possible, in order to be rightfully regarded as the proud and
modern capital of united Bulgaria. For instance, if you were
to examine the area between Patriarch Euthymius Boulevard
and the Perlovska river, it represented nothing more than a
series of allotments and melon gardens. Towards the end of
the 19th century, development here had finally begun, which
signalled the emergence of the so called Pehotni kazarmi
(Infantry barracks) district of Sofia. The city grew in size and
had reached the Perlovska river. During this historic period,
some of the emblematic streets of Sofia were completed, such
as Vitoshka, Solunska, Targouvska and Le Gay streets.

e
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Kowama na Ocman Hypu nawa

I'pagom BeposimHo wewe ga 3anagu opueHmaa-
ckust cu 06auk, ako He Gsixa ycuausima Ha epagoHavas-
Huuu kamo Humumwop ITemkoB. AMOuuuo3en u eayx
3a npomecmume Ha HegoBoaHume, moti pewaBa ga
cvbopu Maskume kvwypku u Ha msixuo Msicmo ga ce
ugguenam no-npegcmaBumeanu, 6auzku go onezu 6
EBpona cepagu. I'To nezoBo Bpeme ca uzepagenu kalo-
voBu yauuu u naowagu, akmuBuo ce pabomu no npo-
kapBanemo na mpobonpoBog, npaBsm ce naanoBe 3a
cmpoek Ha meamwbp, HOB obwuncku gom u gp.

The house of Osman Nuri Pasha

Perhaps Sofia would have retained its Oriental
appearance had it not been for the efforts of mayors like
Dimitar Petkov. Ambitious, determined and taking no
notice of the protests of disgruntled citizens, he decided
to demolish the small rickety houses and replace them
with more representative and modern buildings, similar
to most Western European settlements of the day. During
Petkov’s mayoral term, key streets and squares were
built, the process of laying sewer pipelines was already
underway, plans were drafted for the erection of a national
theatre building as well as a municipal hall, etc.

23



ABcmpo-ynzapcku gunaomMam Ha nbm
koM knspkeckama kapema, conpoBogen
om nouemsa kaBaaepuiicka uacm

ITopagu Bacaanus cu cmamym KnskecmBomo
HsiMa gunaomMamuuecko npegcmaBumeacmBo 8 gop-
’kaBume om Beaukume cuau. ToBa npogea’kaBa go
1889 2, koeamo ABcmpo-Vheapus npuema nvpBus
knskecku gunaomamuuecku acenm, pegyamam om
akmuBnume omuowenust mexXkgy Buena u Codusi.
O6pamHo, uykgecmpannu npegcmaBumeau ce yc-
manoBs6am 6 cmpanama owe npe3 1879 2. C nauuna
cu Ha obauvaHe, nogHanust u ecmemuuecku BkycoBe,
kakmo u ¢ gopkanuemo cu 8 o6wecmBomo, gunao-
Mamume nomaeam 3a npuBHacsine Ha eBponetickama
kyamypa, a cmoaudanu eaegam Ha msix kamo Ha Hs-
kakBu neobuknoBenu ocobu.

24
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An Austro-Hungarian diplomat on his way
to the royal carriage, convoyed by
an honorary cavalry unit

Due to its vassal status, the Principality of Bulgaria
had no official diplomatic representation within the
so called Great Powers. This lasted until 1889, when
Austro-Hungary accredited its first Bulgarian diplomat.
This was the result of active relations between Vienna
and Sofia. Reciprocally, foreign representatives were
present in the capital as early as 1879. In regards to
the way these people dressed, their knowledge and
aesthetic taste, as well as their overall behaviour within
society, diplomats of the era had greatly contributed to
the extensive introduction of contemporary European
culture to Sofia, whose inhabitants perceived diplomats
as outstanding and sublime people.
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Hobusam 6ek

u HObume
Bb3MOkHOCMU

A New Century
and New Opportunities



INopmpem na umumwop ITemkoB
1904 .

[TopBusim cmoauuen kmem, ycnsia ga ce uzguene
go nocma MuHuCmbp-npegcegames, e HumMumop
ITemkoB, kotimo npe3 1906 2. 3acmaBa naueao na ka-
6unema na HapognoauGepaanama napmusi. Bauzo
eoguna no-kocto e ybum 8 uenmopa na Codusi.

Portrait of Dimitar Petkov
1904

The first mayor of Sofia who had managed to expand
his power and serve as Prime Minister was Dimitar
Petkov, who headed the cabinet of the People’s Liberal
Party in 1906. After about a year in the office of acting
Prime Minister, he was murdered in central Sofia.

26



VA. , TepeoBcka” omkom cmpanama
Ha J18opeua

ITpe3 nopBomo gecemuaemue na XX Bek B8 apxu-
mekmypama Ha Codus naBauza ceuecuonbm, a Co-
weBpemenno 3anouBa npouec no naBupanemo Ha
yauuume. ToBa noBguea Bvnpoca 3a nogxogsuwius
mun naBema, a 3aegHoO ¢ He20 U npegnoyumanusima
Ha codusinuu, koumo npe3 1891 e. nanpumep He ca
BoogyweBenu om acdpaama no yauuume, napuuatiku
2o eBponeticku Gokayk”. MexkgyBpemenno na ap-
xumekmyprus ¢poHm ceuecuoHbm AeCHO Hamupa
cBoemo msicmo u e Bv3npuem B peguua cepagu kamo
TopeoBcko-ungycmpuasanama kamapa, xomeaume
,Cepguka”, , JOnuon naaac” u gp.

7

Targovska Street viewed from the
Palace square

In the first decade of the 20th century, the Secession
architectural style took over Sofia. During the same time
period, the process of paving the streets of the capital
had begun. This raised the question of the appropriate
type of pavement in conjunction with the preferences of
Sofia’s citizens, who, for instance, were not impressed
by the use of asphalt for paving the streets in 1891,
dubbing it “European garbage”. Meanwhile, the
aforementioned Secession architecture had already
been widely implemented in a number of buildings,
such as the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the
Serdika Hotel and Union Palace Hotel, etc.
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OpaoB mocm
1910 2.

KoM kpast na cmapusi u Hauaromo Ha HoBus Bek ap-
xumekmypnume u kyamypnu Bausnus om EBpona ce
ycewam Bce no-ocezaemo. Uyskgume cneuuasucmu
ca omeoBopHu 3a nosiBama Ha MHO20 om 3HakoBume
Mecma Ha cmoauuama. Tunuuen npumep 8 moBa om-
nowenue e OpaoB Mocm, nocmpoen npe3 1891 2. no
npoekm na uexume BauaaB ITpowek u Agoa¢d Bau-
AaB (napuuan noepewno Aumonun) Koaap. Opaume
cumBoaugupam uapckama Baacm u 6eacapckume gu-
ap6ekupcku 3amouenuuy, nocpewnamu Maako caeg
nognucBanemo na Cancmedanckust Mmupen gozoBop
Ha Msicmomo, kbgemo e uzgueHam MocCmbm.
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Eagles” Bridge
1910

Towards the end of the 19th and beginning of 20th
century, the architectural and cultural influences
of Europe had already become evident. Foreign
architects were responsible for the emergence of many
of the landmarks of the capital. An example in this
regard is the Eagles’ Bridge, designed by Czechs Vaclav
ProSek and Adolf Vaclav (often misnamed Antonin)
Kolaf, and built in 1891. The four eagles symbolise
royal authority, as well as the Bulgarian captives in
Diyarbakir who were greeted back shortly after the
signing of the Treaty of San Stefano at the site where
the bridge was later constructed.



ITamemnaukem na JTeBcku
1910 e.

Ipye makwsB npumep e namemnukom Ha Bacua J1eB-
cku. Pabomama 3anouBa owe npe3 1878 2, no auncama
Ha cpegcmBa Hanaea neeoBomo Hekoakokpamuo cnu-
pase. ITpoekmanm omuoBo e Agoad BauaaB Koaap,
moeaBa epagcku apxumekm. ITopBonauasnama uges
e naMmemuukom ga cmou Ha Msicmomo, kegemo J1eB-
cku e obecen, Ho BnocaegcmBue e uzocmaBena. Egna
maska uacm om Heobxogumama cyma e ocueypeHa
GaazogapeHue Ha gapeHusi om Hapoga. [Tamemnukom
e 3aBopwen npe3 1891 2, a movpkecmBenomo My om-
kpuBane cmaBa uak na 22 okmomBpu 1895 2.

The monument of Levski
1910

Another example of an architectural landmark is the
monument of Vasil Levski. Construction had begun as
early as 1878, yet the lack of funding caused the process
to stall on several occasions. The monument was designed
by Adolf Vaclav Kolar, at that time officially commissioned
as city architect of Sofia. The original concept was for
the monument to be erected on the site where Levski
had been hanged, but that was later abandoned. A small
portion of the funds, required for the construction, was
raised through donations made by the general public. The
monument was eventually completed in 1891, but the
ceremony of its unveiling took place on October 22, 1895.

29



IIpeg 2apama: npeHacsiHemo Ha mopca Ha
konst na namemnuka na Ifap OcBo6ogumea

Pagbupa ce, He moke ga nogmuneMm u namemsuka
Ha pyckust uap Aaekcangop II, napeuen Llap OcBo-
6ogumea. V3epagen e npe3 1903 2. u mopkecmBeno
omkpum npe3 1907 2. no noBog 30-2oguwnunama om
60eBeme na [Mlunka. HeeoB aBmop e paopenmuncku-
am ckyanmop Apunaago I3oku. Minmepecno e ga ce
ombeaexku, ue ocBen pyckust uap u necoBume 2enepa-
Au, B peaeda My ca uzobpazenu Bugnu Geacapcku 06-
wecmBenuuu kamo VBan Bazo6, [Temko CaaBetikoB
u cobumust kamo Cancmedanckust gozoBop u Yupe-
gumeaHomo cvbpanue 8 ToproBo.
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At the Sofia train station:
the transportation of the horse's torso,
part of the monument of Tzar-Liberator

Naturally, it is hard not to mention the monument of the
Russian Emperor Alexander II, called Tzar-Liberator. It was
built in 1903 and was unveiled during a solemn ceremony
in 1907 when Bulgaria marked the 30th anniversary of the
Battle of Shipka Pass. The sculptor of the monument was
Florentine Arnoldo Zocchi. Interestingly, in addition to
the Russian Emperor and his generals, the reliefs of the
monument also depict prominent Bulgarian public figures,
such as Ivan Vazov, Petko Slaveykov, and historical events,
such as the signing of the Treaty of San Stefano and the
Constituent Assembly in Tarnovo.
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